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HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT
	This document is a complete guide and template. It includes:

1. The complete structure of a winning motivation letter (7 sections)
1. Advice specific to refugee students applying for European scholarships
1. A ready-to-use template with placeholders to personalize
1. A customization table with key tips
1. A list of major European scholarships open to international/refugee students

Replace all text in [brackets] with your own information before sending.



PART 1 - Why a Motivation Letter Matters
A motivation letter is the most personal document in your scholarship application. Your grades and CV list your achievements, but the motivation letter tells your story: who you are, what drives you, and why you deserve this opportunity.
For refugee students, this letter carries even more weight. It is your chance to show the selection committee your resilience, your determination, and the unique perspective you bring to an academic community. Committees are not looking for a perfect life - they are looking for someone authentic, motivated, and with a clear vision.

	What committees look for

1. Clear academic and career goals
1. Why this specific program / university
1. Resilience and determination
1. Alignment with the scholarship’s values
1. Concrete future impact
	Common mistakes to avoid

1. Copying a generic template without adapting it
1. Focusing only on hardship without showing ambition
1. Vague goals (“I want to help my country” without detail)
1. Not mentioning specific courses or faculty
1. Exceeding the word limit



PART 2 - Complete Letter Template (7 Sections)
Below is the full template. Each section is numbered and color-coded. The text in italics and grey is a writing guide - replace it entirely with your own words.

	[Your Full Name]
[Your current address - city, country of residence]
[Email Address]  |  [Phone Number]
[Date]

To the Scholarship Selection Committee,
[Name of Scholarship / Program / University]

Dear Members of the Scholarship Selection Committee,



	§ 1
	Opening: Who you are and why you are applying


I am writing to express my strong interest in the [Name of Scholarship / Program] at [University Name], in [Country]. As a student who has faced significant challenges due to forced displacement, I am deeply committed to continuing my academic journey and contributing meaningfully to my field of study. This scholarship represents a critical opportunity to pursue my educational goals and build a future defined by resilience, knowledge, and impact.
→ Be direct. State the scholarship name, the university, and your motivation in 3-4 sentences. Do not start with a generic phrase like “I am honored...”
	§ 2
	Your academic background and achievements


I hold a [Bachelor’s / High School Diploma] in [Field of Study] from [Name of Institution], where I graduated with [GPA / distinction / honors]. Despite the disruptions caused by my displacement from [Country of Origin], I maintained a strong academic record and developed a deep passion for [your field]. During my studies, I completed [mention a key project, thesis, or achievement], which reinforced my commitment to this discipline.
→ Focus on academic strengths. If your studies were interrupted by displacement, acknowledge it briefly and show how you continued learning despite the obstacles.
	§ 3
	Why this specific program and university


I am particularly drawn to the [Program Name] at [University Name] because of its strong focus on [specific aspect: research, interdisciplinary approach, practical training, etc.]. The modules [Course 1] and [Course 2] directly align with my academic interests and my long-term career objectives. Furthermore, [University Name]’s commitment to [a value: diversity, inclusion, sustainability, global impact] resonates deeply with my own values as a student from a displaced background.
→ This section must be unique for EACH application. Research the program’s website and name at least 1–2 specific courses or faculty members.
	§ 4
	Your personal story as a refugee (honest, dignified - not victimizing)


Growing up in [Country of Origin], I developed a strong sense of purpose through my education and community involvement. When conflict and instability forced me to leave my home, I did not abandon my ambitions - I carried them with me. In [current country / transit country], I continued to study independently, volunteer with [organization if applicable], and seek opportunities to grow. My experience as a refugee has not defined my limits - it has sharpened my determination, deepened my empathy, and given me a unique perspective that I believe enriches any academic community.
→ Be honest, but also show strength. Committees want to see resilience, not just hardship. Keep this section to 4–6 sentences.
	§ 5
	Your goals and what you will do with this education


My long-term goal is to [specific career goal, e.g., work in public policy / contribute to post-conflict reconstruction / advance healthcare in underserved communities]. I intend to use the knowledge and skills gained through this program to [concrete impact: serve my community / contribute to my field / return and rebuild]. I am convinced that a European education, with its emphasis on critical thinking and international collaboration, will equip me with the tools needed to make this vision a reality.
→ Be specific. “I want to help my country” is too vague. Say how: through which profession, which sector, which initiative.
	§ 6
	Why you deserve this scholarship (need + merit)


I am applying for this scholarship because, as a displaced student, I do not have the financial resources to fund my studies independently. This scholarship would allow me to focus entirely on my academic and professional development without the burden of financial insecurity. I am a motivated, disciplined, and dedicated student - and I am ready to make the most of every opportunity this program offers.
→ Financial need is legitimate to mention. Balance it with merit: explain both why you need the funding AND why you are a deserving candidate academically.
	§ 7
	Closing paragraph


I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to be considered for this scholarship. I am confident that I can contribute positively to the program, both academically and through the diversity of my experiences and perspective. I look forward to the possibility of becoming part of the [University / Program] community and to giving back through the knowledge and skills I will gain.  Thank you sincerely for your time and consideration.  Yours faithfully,  [Your Full Name]
→ Close on a positive, forward-looking note. Avoid being overly grateful or emotional. One short paragraph is enough.

PART 3 - Personalization Checklist
Use this table as a checklist before sending your letter. Each element you personalize significantly increases your chances of success.

	What to personalize
	Why it matters
	Done?

	Name of the specific scholarship
	Generic letters are immediately identified and rejected
	☐  Yes  /  No

	Name of the university and country
	Shows you know exactly where you are applying
	☐  Yes  /  No

	Your exact field of study
	Demonstrates a focused academic identity
	☐  Yes  /  No

	1–2 specific courses from the program
	Proves you researched the university seriously
	☐  Yes  /  No

	Your refugee / displaced status (brief)
	Committees value honesty and context, not excessive detail
	☐  Yes  /  No

	A concrete and specific future goal
	Shows ambition beyond just obtaining a degree
	☐  Yes  /  No

	Language review (grammar, spelling)
	Errors destroy credibility - ask a native speaker to proofread
	☐  Yes  /  No

	Word count check (500–1000 words)
	Respect limits: too short = lazy, too long = unfocused
	☐  Yes  /  No



PART 4 - Major European Scholarships Open to International & Refugee Students
The following scholarships are among the most accessible for students from outside Europe, including those with refugee status. Always verify current deadlines directly on official websites.

	Scholarship
	Country / Organization
	Level
	Note

	Erasmus Mundus (EMJMD)
	European Union
	Master’s / PhD
	Covers full tuition + living allowance + travel

	DAAD Scholarship
	Germany
	Bachelor / Master / PhD
	One of the most generous; strong support for Global South

	Chevening
	United Kingdom
	Master’s (1 year)
	Leadership-focused; highly competitive

	Eiffel Excellence
	France
	Master’s / PhD
	For outstanding international students

	Orange Knowledge Programme
	Netherlands
	Master’s / Short courses
	Priority for students from specific developing countries

	Heinrich Böll Foundation
	Germany
	Bachelor / Master / PhD
	Focuses on social engagement and environment

	DAFI Scholarship (UNHCR)
	International / Europe
	Bachelor’s
	Specifically designed for recognized refugees

	UNICORE 
	Italy
	Master’s
	Specifically designed for recognized refugees

	UNIV’R
	France
	Master’s
	Specifically designed for recognized refugees

	Ignite (Albert Einstein DAFI)
	Germany / International
	Higher education
	Refugee students only - through UNHCR



PART 5 - Final Advice

	One letter per application
Never send the same letter to two different scholarships. Each application must mention the specific program, university, and scholarship by name. A generic letter is immediately recognizable and will be rejected.
Write your story with dignity
Your refugee experience is part of your story, not your whole identity. Mention it, contextualize it, but always come back to your strengths, your goals, and what you bring to the program.
Get it reviewed
Ask a teacher, mentor, NGO adviser, or native English speaker to read your letter before submission. Even a single grammar error can undermine an excellent application.
Apply to several scholarships
Competition is extremely high. Apply to at least 3–5 different scholarships simultaneously. Each application improves your writing and increases your overall chances.



Good luck with your applications.
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